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Several Japanese destroyers take advantage of this
confusion to attempt a torpedo attack, but they are pre-
vented by British destroyers. More fighting at close range
occurs and several destroyers collide and sink.
&;•• By IOOO the* British battle squadrons have managed to
fight their way through the straits into the Java Sea and are
proceeding northwards. A long way ahead of them, the
Japanese battle-cruisers are engaging the British cruiser
squadrons at long range. Astern of these destroyer and
cruiser actions continue. A lively air battle is going on over-
head.
Night action off Billiton Island.
The Japanese squadrons gradually draw away to the
northward, leading the British towards the narrow passage
between Banka and Billiton Islands, hoping to be able to
spring a night attack on them there. But the British are
alive to this possibility and shape their course for Singapore,
passing to the west [sic] of Billiton. To provide against this
contingency, the Japanese have stationed submarines along
the route and have detailed flotillas to deliver night attacks.
At about 1700 the Japanese battle-cruiser squadron,
which has passed to the east of Billiton, is out of sight, and
the leading squadron of the British Fleet, consisting of large
cruisers, is about ten miles to the south of that island,
proceeding north-east.
At sunset the Japanese destroyers dash up to attack.
But conditions are very different from those of the Straits
of Sunda. Here, there is plenty of room to manoeuvre, and
the British destroyers drive the Japanese off by a well-
executed counter-attack.
At dawn on the i8th the British Fleet is some eighty miles
to the north-west of Billiton Island, proceeding north-west.
There it encounters another submarine, who fires a torpedo
but misses.
(6)  The Final Action
The 18th dawns clear with good visibility, and Admiral
Wilson decides that he has sufficient strength, in spite of his
losses on the previous day, to engage the enemy in a decisive

